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RADEN' , PETER

~ILE No.

'5- /QtoR

Peter Radner was born October 14, 1869, in Scheid, Kreis Bi ttburg Betsierk Tries, Prussia, Germany, the son of John Peter and Gertrude
(Kramer) Raden.
John Peter was born June 11, 1827 and Gertrude (Kramer) Raden
was born December 6, 1832, in Germany and they were married there.

While

in Germany they made their livelihood as tailors, at which trade both

worked.
Eight children were born to this union.

They are:

John,

Theodore, Anna Catherine (Mrs. Mathias Meyer), Othilia,( Mrs. Thomas Kallie),
Peter, Nicholas, Margaret (Mrs. Frank Hause) and Anna ( Mrs. John Kepoers).
In the year 1879 , the son John, who was about to enter the forced

German military service, sailed for America.

The trip being financed by an

uncle who had migrated to Ajerioa several years before.

After John was in

the country for some time he earned enough money to finance a trip for his
brother, Theodore.

Now after the two brothers were here for some time they

soon persuaded their parents to oome over and they also financed the trip
for the family.

John Peter Raden left Germany on February 1, 1881., with

his family and after a trip of twenty two days landed at New York.

From

there they immediately came west to Avon, Stearns County, Minnesota, arriv~
ing there on the 28th day of February the same year.
At Avon they made their home on a farm west of the vill age.

After

five years in the country this family moved on a farm two miles north of the
present village where they lived until their retirement.
John Peter Raden died April 5, 1904 and his wife Gertrude (Kramer)
Raden died February 1, 1911.

Both are buried in the Oatholic cemetery at

Avon.
Peter Raden received a common school education in Germany and

.•

after his arrival in Amerioa found employment with the Great Northern Railroad at Freeport and West Union.

After five years at that work he went

to work on a farm near St. Ka.rtin for some time.
In the year 1892 Peter Raden, in partnership with hie brother,
Nicholas, erected a store building in Avon and operated a general merchandise store which they operated under the firm name of Raden Brothers.

This

building was Peter's first experience as a carpenter and it is still standing today.

For many years it house the Avon poetoffice.
After a few years in this building their business grew and they

needed a larger building so the firm moved into a building that stood where
the Liohy Oafe now stands.
On October 7, 1896, Peter Raden married Kary Rooney, daughter
pf William and Bridget (Hardigan) Rooney.
Catholic Church at Avon.

The marriage took place in the

Father Zoller performed the ceremony.

The atten-

dants were Nicholas Raden and Gertrude Rooney.
Kary Rooney was born August
of Avon.

s,

1873 on a farm three miles north

She received a common school education in the district school and

then was at home until the time of her marriage.

•fter the marriage the

couple made their home in the village of Avon, where they reside at the present time.

Aside of operating the store Peter Raden also operated a dray

line in the Village of Avon.

~uring those years there was considerable wood

shipped out of Avon and Mr. Raden loaded thousands of cards of wood.
In 1~06, the Raden Brothers dessol ved partnership, Nicholas go-

ing to Breckenridge, Minnesota, where he opened a shoe store, while Peter
again went to work for the Great Northern Railway where he was employed
until February , 1937 and then retired due to old age.
During the interview, Peter Raden told the following a:>noerning
his experiences while employed as a railroader:

"During the time I worked for the Great Northern, I had three
narrow escapes from being killed in collisions with moving trains.

The first

aoourred shortly after we received our first "speeder" which we used in
going to and from work.

Joseph Bruno, the foreman, thought he could make

the crossing before the train was due, but hie judgment was bad, the engine
of the on-coming train beat them to it and the crew was forced to jump,
the "speeder" being oomplettly demolished.
several years later.

The second adoident occured

While working in Avon, a train crew dropped ue a

note, telling us of a bridge fire a few miles west of the village.

This

was out of our dist~iot but we took to our "speeder" and went to fight

the fire.

After we arrived there the Albany crew, in whose district the

fire occured, arrived and relieved us.

We had ten minutes to reach Avon

before the passenger would reach that place, and Joseph Bruno, foreman,
again thought he could ma.ke 1 t, thinking that the train would be late a

few mi nut es.

That day it was on time and t .~:ere was po or visibility due

to smoke and dust.

When we were within three hundred feet of the cross-

ing the engine suddenly appeared ahead of us and we had to jump.

I tried

to pull the "speeder" off the track, but it was wisked away by the engine
and was completely demolished onoe more.
pensioned off after that accident.

The foreman, Joseph Bruno, was

The la.st accident I was in took place

about a ye~ ago when the foreman Anton Raber tried to rea.c h home vefore
the local was due at Albany.

Just as we were rounding a curve near Albany

we were met by the local, and had just enough time to jump before our
"■peeder"

was swished away and demolished.

Mr. Raber was not penalized,

however, because of his good. record as a foreman and this being the first
accident he was in."
Peter and Kary (Rooney) Raden are the parents of ten children.
They are:

Peter William married Frances Sohmeing and they reside at Freeport, where he operates a berry farm.

They have five children.

Lawrence Theodore married Karie Osmanski and they reside at
228 Third Avenue N. E. in St. Cloud where he is employed as a pa.inter.

They have five children.
Kary married William Rooney and they reside at Duluth where he
is employed on the railroad.

They have two children.

Benedict J. Married Julia Dobmeir and they reside at St. Oloud
at 151 29th Avenue North.
Leo P. Married Irene Oooney and they reside at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he ie employed as a fireman for the City Fire Depa.r tment.
They have two children.

Anna M. married Frank Jochum and they reside at Cold Spring,
where ~e is employed at the granite sheds.

Irene E.,J. Peter and

They

ha.ve six children.

elvin are at home.

Lucille married George Shiek and they reside at Avon where he
is employed.

They have one child.

Interviewed: Peter Raden
Interviewed by: Walter B. Haupt
Date: July 20, 1937
Publication Granted
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TAKEN FROM THE LEGAL RECORDS OF THE STEARNS COUNTY COURTHOUSE

for the Peter Raden Biography

BIRTH RECORD, BOOK A, PAGE 139, Line 21
Kary Rooney born

in Avon Township

August 1, 1874
Daughter of William and Bridget Rooney

MARRIAGE RECORD, BOOK O, PAGE 7120
Peter Radden and Kary Rooney
Married at Avon, Oot. 7, 1896
By: Rev. Stephen R. Zoller
Witneeeee: Niok Radden and Miss Gertrude Rooney
DEATH RECORD, BOOK 1904, A-13, Pa.ge 105
John Peter Radden, born in Germany
June 11, 1827, son of Thomas Radden
and Kargareta Radden
Died April 5, 1904
Age 76 years, 9 months, 25 days
DEATH RECORD, BOOK D, PAGE 53, Line 1

Gertrude Rad.den, born in Germany
On December 6, 1832
Daughter of Mathias Krames & Tillie Vairatb
Died February 1, 1911
Age 78 years, 1 month, 26 days

